
 

 

 

The Prehistoric Times 

Center for American Archeology 
Kampsville, Illinois 

For more information: 

Read more about our 
field students’ summer 
experiences on the 
CAA blog: 

caa-archeology.org/blog/  

ASU Field School Excavates at New Site 

The Summer 2014 field season saw a break with tradition for the ASUFS 
crew as they postponed excavation at the Mound House site to 
investigate 11C120, a unique embankment-and-ditch structure. Earthen 
enclosures are common during the Middle Woodland time period along 
the Ohio River, but 11C120 is the only site of its kind in the lower Illinois 
valley and possibly all of Illinois. Basing their excavation strategy on the 
results of geophysical data collected in December 2013, the team used 
GIS (geographic information system) technology to create a base map 
and to identify locations for possible excavation units. Units were 
selected for excavation based on their relationship to “anomalies” 
identified during the initial survey and their position on the landscape.  
While limited surface collections and clean up of an erosional ditch were 
done in the 1970s, the site itself has never been excavated. We are 
eagerly anticipating the results of the ASUFS investigations, and look 
forward to sharing them with you in a future edition of ¢ƘŜ tǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 
¢ƛƳŜǎ.  - ²ƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ōȅ !{¦C{ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ {ƛǘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ¢ƘƻǊƴǘƻƴ 

High School Field School Explores TBGOK 

Following a successful regular High School Field School season, students 
participating in the Advanced High School Field School had the 
opportunity to learn advanced archeological investigation skills at the 
Buried Gardens of Kampsville (TBGOK) Site. Primarily a Middle Woodland  
(2000 year old) village site, TBGOK also contains cultural deposits dating 
to the Archaic period. Led by CAA Director of Education Carol Colaninno 
and Women in Archeology Interns Katie Leslie, Alison Shepherd, Grace 
Ward, and Jenna Pirtle, the Advanced HSFS students learned to profile 
the stratigraphy seen in the walls of the excavation units, shovel-scrape 
unit floors, and to lay out new excavation units—all essential 
components of proper archeological methodology. We will feature more 
about the 2014 TBGOK field season in the next issue of ¢ƘŜ tǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 
¢ƛƳŜǎ. ς²ƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ōȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 5ǊΦ /ŀǊƻƭ /ƻƭŀƴƛƴƴƻ 
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CAA Resources 

CAA Website & Email: 

www.caa-archeology.org 

caa@caa-archeology.org 
 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/CAA 

Kampsville 
 

Twitter: 

@CAAKampsville 

 

Support the CAA by 

Shopping! 

AmazonSmile 

Foundation: 

www.smile.amazon.com 
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eScrip Community Cards: 

www.escrip.com 
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ƳŜǘǊƻ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ŀ 
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Archeology Day 2014 a Success! 

Over two hundred guests 
enjoyed Archeology Day, the 
Center for American Archeology’s 
annual open house for the public, 
on Saturday, July 12. Archeology 
Day gives visitors the opportunity 
to learn about archeology in the 
lower Illinois River valley and to 
participate in a variety of 
activities. Despite floodwaters 
and warm temperatures, the CAA 
welcomed guests from across 
Illinois and Missouri as well as 
Colorado, Georgia, and 
California!  
 
Highlights included lectures by 
CAA President Dr. Jane Buikstra 
(ancient tuberculosis), Corin 
Pursell of Saint Louis University 
(Kincaid Site), CAA Director of 
Education Dr. Carol Colaninno 
(TBGOK Site), CAA Director of 
Research Jason King (geophysical 
research in Calhoun County), and 
ASUFS Assistant Site Director 
Taylor Thornton (Mound House 
Site); fun & informative exhibits 
by Flintknapper Larry Kinsella, 
Fiber Artist Helen Edwards, Fiber 
& Jewelry Artist Cheryl Clough, 
the Three Rivers Chapter of the 

Missouri Archaeological Society, 
Tree House Wildlife Center, 
Calhoun County Visitors Center, 
Heartlands Conservancy, and the 
Illinois DNR; the Arky Olympics, 
which gave attendees a chance to 

test their soil-throwing and 
wheelbarrow-navigating skills; 
artifact washing, spear throwing, 
and a kid’s activity area. Our 
event was made possible in part 
by grants from the Illinois 
Humanities Council and Phillips 
66, Wood River Refinery. Thanks 
to all of our presenters, 
exhibitors, and guests for making 
Archeology Day 2014 another 
great event—see you next year! 
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About the CAA 

¢ƘŜ tǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ¢ƛƳŜǎ is the official newsletter of the Center for American 

Archeology.  
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